God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Two: The Mosaic Age

Lesson Nine: The Period of the Judges
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Joshua 23:9-13; Judges 2:10-16; 4:4-8; 6:25-27; 7:2-7; 7:16-18; 13:2-8; 15:11-15. 
J
oshua led the Israelites faithfully during his lifetime, yet before he died he gave the people a warning which would soon be fulfilled. Although God intended for them to drive out all of the Canaanites, they did not (Judg. 1:19-35). Joshua warned that those allowed to remain, “…shall be snares and traps to you, and scourges on your sides and thorns in your eyes…” (Josh. 23:13). 


After Joshua’s death “another generation arose after them who did not know the Lord nor the work which He had done for Israel” (Judg. 2:10). This generation served the pagan Gods of Canaan. To punish them God allowed their enemies to oppress them until they repented. When they did, God raised up “judges” to deliver them from their enemies. These were not judges over legal matters, but prophets and military leaders who delivered the people.

This period of the judges was a chaotic time. It is well summarized by the statement found twice in the book of Judges, “In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes” (17:6; 21:25). Over and over the people would turn away from God and suffer oppression, then repent and find deliverance through the judge whom God sent. There were many judges during this period, but the three most notable were, Deborah, Gideon, and Samson.  

Deborah was the only recorded woman judge. She prophesied under a palm tree between Ramah and Bethel and the people would come to her (Judg. 4:4-5). She called Barak to go to battle against the forces of Jabin, a Canaanite king, led by his commander Sisera (Judg. 4:6-8). God allowed them to defeat Sisera, who was himself killed by a woman named Jael (Judg. 4:17-21).       


Gideon judged the people when they had become unfaithful and suffered at the hands of the Midianites. Gideon’s own father was idolatrous, but God led Gideon to destroy his idols (Judg. 6:25-27). God granted the Israelites victory over the Midianites with only 300 Israelites (Judg. 7:2-7). They appreached the Midianite camp at night from three directions shouting and breaking clay pots (7:16-18).  The Midianites ran away and the people pursued them and defeated them. After the victory the people tried to make Gideon king, but he refused affirming, “the Lord shall rule over you” (Judg. 8:23).   

Perhaps the most famous judge was Samson. His mother was told before his birth that he was to be a “Nazirite,” one set apart to God from birth (13:2-8); cf. Num. 6:1-21). Part of this meant he could not cut his hair. God granted him great strength. On on occasion he killed a lion with his bare hands (Judg. 14:5-6). Through Samson God granted deliverance from the Philistines.  He killed thirty Philistines on (Judg. 14:19); burned the fields of the Philistines with 300 foxes with torches tied to their tails (15:4-5) and then killed 1000 Philistines with the jawbone of a donkey (15:11-15). Samson was deceived by woman he loved named Delilah delievered him to the Philistines. They cut his hair (taking away his strength and blinded him. When his hair grew back he stood between two pillars and brought down the  killing himself and 3000 Philistines (Judg. 16).     
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	Week
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	9
	Joshua 21-24
	Judges 1-6
	Judges 7-11
	Judges 12-16
	Judges 17-21
	Ruth 1-4
	I Samuel 1-5


Study Questions
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1.  Fill-in the blanks from Judges 2:3: “Therefore ______ also said, ‘______ will not ________ them ______ before you; but they shall be ________ in your ______, and their gods shall be a _________ to you’” (NKJV). 

2.  On what condition did Barak agree to go to battle (Judg. 4:8)?

3.  How did Jael kill Sisera (Judg. 4:21)? 
 
4.  What signs did God give to Gideon to show that He would be with Israel (Judg. 6:36-40)? 
 
5.  What was the dream that Gideon overheard a Midianite retelling (Judg. 7:13-14)?


How did this effect Gideon?

6.  What were some requirements of a Nazirite (Judg. 13:4-7; Num. 6:1-21)?
 
7.  What does Judges 14:4 say was behind Samson’s request to marry a Philistine woman?
8. What did Samson remove from Gaza and take to hill that faces Hebron (Judg. 16:3)?

9.  List the first three deceptions Samson told Delilah:


1)
(16:7);

2)
(16:11);


3)
(16:13).
Key Passage: “For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson and Jephthah,…who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens” (Heb. 11:32-34). 
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